o
-
o~

i TeLE OB {THE.  (EVAN

for
FAPA-FALL

19 hT




A TALE OF THE 'BvAns
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‘he mein porticn of this issue of ~ Tiik OF Tak 'EVals will
be tikon up @ith san account of my trip Best, to visit with my fanm-
ily, friends, wnd attend the PEILCON, I will wdmit thaet I heve
mads 1t sauowhat longer then L might otherwiss for the benefit of
ny feuwlly -nd friends more thun Jjust for the FiPa readcrs, cltho
= hope tucy m'y flnd some points of dIntsrest in it. If thoy do
ANCR AT TR e Syt Y R T i g A R R e

Buscuse or thuat longtihy, I shill not & ttempt ot thils Himo to
cvicw thc provious mailing, «lthough tacre arc a nuabor of com-
ments tact I nad notied doun to meke about virious tnings printed
in sounu of the migs. On the wiholc, 1 thgught it & vory interest-
ing m&iling, gvon thewszin it was nob overliy lirge, tnd though it
wag Guite Gppurent thit scue of the mewbers took cdventage of the
faeot thaet It Wiz vavirtissd toc Be asat by sxpresss rether than by
rkeil, to sce just how filtny they could m: k¢ thelr contributions.
1 gupposc it is usclcas to deplorc such t:ctics -- ncverthcless
4 tihink 1t very ciuildish and ngin tc the wiriting of dirty. words

on finces 'nad sidewaliks by irmcturs smert-alocks!

Some tiwme g0, in FPara -end othor fonsines, thoere wes consid-
arible tiulk whout working out ¢ Gode of &thics for Fendome It 1s
guits 7.0 ront thet this is nceded now, more th.n cver. &nd one
of tuc enildisn things thut sanould bo ruled out is this growing
nuoit of sosnding telegrems thict try to get otacr moubers into
troublc, or to ceusc dissensions ¢nd stir up fouds. The two or
thres jokecutcrs (3%) who do tinis arc mking 1t worsc 1l the time,
but now thuy erc signing othicr poople's nemo to thiuss tolograms
which heve no bisis in truth, They ars toking adventige of tho
Fach tae b shay Cannat Peisued for forgdry, by using telograms, in
ccgss whore the s weuld not dere to uwse toe medils. It is a cheap,
pucrilc trick thit should be stopped. I say this in full know-
ledge of thue fret thot soms of our "top fins' arc the main cuk-
prits. It his passcd the stige of being funny. wWhy don't you
guys grow upl?

lwy cpologies for any eorrors thet wey bu in thesg pagos. I
alm 80 ncar the FaPA docdline (snd Burbec says it 1s geing to go
out on ©imo, 50 bucrs is - no cxbrz weiks.in which to work on it
thet I am typing dircetly onte thoe stonceils, without first cith-
er woriing out my mcturisl or correcting it ¢ fturwerds, dor uy
trip, L s pulying on the notea I kopt during it. 1 hope it does
not turn cut tco bddly, '
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Ta' OL' FOO RIDES AGAIN!

2 =0 AN TS GIES

Crossed 25 States, the District of Columbia, and Ontarie, Canada,
as follows:

California, Arizena, New Mexico, Colorado, Kanses, Iewa, Ill-
inpis, Indianaz, llchigan, Ontario Canada, New York, Massachusetts,
Rhode Island, Cennecticut, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, District pf
Columbia, Delaware, Maryland, Virginla, North Carolina, Seuth Car-
olina, Georgla, #labama, mississippi, Louisiana, Texas.

Traveled by traidn « o « o « o o « o« « o o « « » « « 6,893 miles

L 1 - S P & -t auk et il B L it b o e 1335

by autOmObile L TR £ 0‘ . S, o e » s o . . . 195 o

D SWpRcl, Eop §OUN NURLSBOCE O TRaST A0 6 L

D Cati- LoD g g s 5 e v e & PoUSofl Aind Uk 14 §
Total ™5 MM A6 QRS "aSEs 0L 42412 misikels

Left Los angeles August 15th at 8 p.m.;- arrived beck in Los An-
geles Septembsr 9th, at 9:45 a.m. .

PrREPARATIONS @

I hed & lot of fun working out the details cf my schedule a
long time before it was time to go. I had all the dates and hours
of each portionn of my trip arranged, and even the actual trains 1
was to ride on. Jonne was going‘with me as far as Chicago, and I
would see her later in Battle Creek and Coldwater, and perhaps we
might even get to Georgla together.

Then the wWednesday evening before we were to leave {on Friday)
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she said to me, "Dad, I hope you won't be angry, but I'm not going
home," Well, that was nothihg to make me angry, of ® urse, and I
was even not too surprised, Of course I told her "I told you so--
I knew you would want to stay in California", even though .I knew
there was more to it than that., :

S0, I made the trip alone. And in spite of that, it was a
really wonderful vacatlon and trip. '

FRILsY, sugust 15th,

Well, 1 know of at least one person who is really a friend --
Walt Daugherty. He, and he alone, came to see me off, and he came
in his car and took me and the baggage to the depot, thus saving
taxi fare to start with, He even insisted on carrying my heavy
bags.

y watch said 8:02 when we started. I was riding the El1 Cap-
~itan, one of the Santa Fels luxury trains, although the extra fare
and tax were only about 6.50. And it was worth it -- a grand car
with individual lean-back gseats, foot and leg rests, and space be-
tween the seats big enough so that you can lie down at full length.
I had the window seat, and was very lucky in my seat-mate, a very
lovely young lady who autographed my trip book. Her name is Mar-
icella hofgan, of Chilcago. .

If had been a long day, working my uswal stint, getting final
things done for the trip and getting down to the depot and aboard
the train, so it was fairly early when.l put on.my little black.
eye-sh®de, let down the back of my seat, and started trylng to .get
a good night's sleep. 4And for a wonder, I made it.

SaTHULLY, -August 16th.

Although I had slept but fitfully, I got in plenty so that I
felt Ok when I finally awoke fairly early, especlally after I had
washed and gotten ready to start the day. We are in the mountains
now -- I could tell before I looked out because my ears were '"pop-
ping" occasionally. It 1s raining, and the clouds are low, some-
times on the ground. Lots of scrub cedar on all sides, The high-
er we go the thicker and bigger it gets. 4 good breakfast, and
back to my seat to read the new FsaPA mailing which was given me
just before 1 started,

Am continually struck -- through Arizona and New lexico -- by
those tremendous mesas and escarpments or whatever they call them.
Reminds me of "Fantasia" in "The Rites of Spring" sequences. The
panorama views from the car windows reminds me of the old-days at
sea, when you can see sun-shine along some .portions, and heavy
clouds and rain in others, all at the same time.

Had a falrly good lunch. Haven't seen many cattle, but did
see one big flock of sheep -- nearly a thousand, .I judged. Used
as I am to the generally-quite-clear-water rivers in hmichigan, the
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muddy-yellow ones 1. have Seen so far seem quite peculiar.

Finally saw Albuquérﬁue, New #mexico, More or less what I ex-
pected, having seen so many pictures of it. Saw the Indian women
selling souvenirs, but no blankets in sight. Didn't buy anything.

Just after a good dinner, we saw & beautiful sight -- a double
rainbow, two big complete ones, very bright.” & really wonderful
phenomenon.

Marcella got transferred to another car, to be with her mother
and at Las Vegas, N Mex.,.I got a new seat companion, and again was
* very lucky; for she is a nice, lovely, red-head, who signed my book
as Marjorie K Cheeseman, of Pittsburgh, Penna.

As we get ready for sleep, the train is an hour and 2 half
late. There has been so much rain that the road-bed is very soggy,
and the engineers prudently are taeking it easy, preferring, as do
their passengers, to arrive safely even if not on time.

sUNDAY, nugust 17th.

a&woke at 6, after guite a good sleep, We were just coming in
to William Allen White's town -- Emporia, Kansas. Tweo hours late,
now. It is a beautiful morning. Certainly a much different sort
of country than what we saw yesterday. That was mostly mountains,
this is the plains country.

We finally arrived at Chicago, very late. By rushing a lot
and taking a taxi instesd of waiting for the Transfer Bus to get to
the LasSalle Street Station, I made my trein, the Mercury on the NY
Cemmtral, bBoy, was it hot! They hadn't yet turned on the air-con-
ditioning, and it was really a furnace. Besides, I had been:hurry-
ing so, and carrying those heavy. suit-cases, and Iwas about all
in, I can tell you. But 1 had another touch of good luck -- anoth-
er nice seat-companion, who signed the book &s Audrey Wyckoff, of
Jackson, michigan. We had a dandy talk, &nd she was a very inter-
esting companion, and the time passed quickly.,

Was really. surprised when the train pulled in to Battle Creek.
I had expected bkd Counts to meet me, &and he was there, But so were
my son Carl, his:wife Helen and baby Judy, and his mother, beth.
We went to Deth’s epartment where I also met Aunt Angie, &nd Carl's
new baby, Valerie, -whom I had not yet ‘seent. They were all looking
very well, and seemed glad .to see me, as Iwas to see them. Judy
is growing and is a very beautiful little girl; Valerie is sweet
as can be. I'm quite proud of my kids and grand-kids -- or have
you folks gathered that before now from various things I have said
and writtent

after a short visit, they drove me to Counts' house, and there
I met the rest of #d's family, and Earl Perry. We gabbed for some
time and then started the expected poker geme. I won $l.35. Late
at night, Ed took me down to the Williams Hotel where I had a room.
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There I steyed up until about 2 aw.m., reading the first part of
the. typescript of Doc- Smith's new story, "The Children of the Lens"
which I had picked up at Ed's. '

mONDAY, August 18th.

Up about 10 a.m., and hunted around town for 2 place to east
breakfast. There have been so many changes in the two years I've
been gone. All the 0ld restaurants I knew seemed to be closed.
Went down to the michigan Carton where I worked for so long, and
had a nice chat with Lillian Etter, personnel director, and others
of the old gang. Went up and had a nice gab with my old friend
Caprl Gray. BHad lunch with Beth, and a good talk about the kids,
Had my eyes tested for new gleasses by Dr. Dodge, and spent some
time seeing about getting the new glasses made. They certainly
are fixing up the old town, Hardly knew it.

&te dinner and read some more of Doc's story until Ed and Eerl
came to my room, and we pleyed poker agein. Lost $2.40 this time.
We -haud & meeting of the Galactic Roamers, and I turned over to the
boys the club's money, which hed been in my safe-keeping. . The boys
left about 10:30, and I sat up until 2 finishing voc's story. WOW!

. WnaT a story!

TUbSLsY, August 19th.

Didn't get up until 11. Hed breskfast, did some running about
town to see old friends, and about my glasses, and then to the Bus
station.. Got the bus at 1:53 for Jackson. &y sister Edna and, iio-
ther met me and we drove to Edna's home. Later I went with her in
the car to get Fred after work, and after supper we all went to see
Jim's new house he is building. Later we went to see the Cascades.
These are a great set of artificial water-falls, illuminated, It
is rezlly a grand site, marred somewhat by the fact that they are
so patently artificial.

. To bed about 10:30, worn out,

Jim, a nephew, has done a splendid job on his house, which he

| both designed and has done most of the work on.,  He has & lovely

wife, June, and & swell little daughter, .Janis.  liother seems. just
the same as always, even if she 1s 89. I .certainly come from a

.lineof long-lived pcople, and cen see no reason why I should not

live to be 90 to 100 as I hope to do. Edna and Fred, too, seem
about the sasme, & little grayer, perhaps, but still two of the hap-

piest married people I know, - :

" WephNssDaY, August 20th.

Up about 8:30 and had breakfeast- with mother. Jim came home in

':mid—morning and said he had taken:'June to the hospital. No word at

the time of my leaving about' the baby, but later hezrd she hed 1t
all right, and everything was OK.

L



Down to the bus station and away for dngola at 1:15 p.m. Had
& heavy rein part of the way there, which cooled it off a bit,.
Carl met me with the car and drove me to his new home and store.
They heve 2 beautiful home, nicely furnished. The grocery store
is very cleen &nd well-stocked for & neighborhood store, and Carl
is doing a fine business there,

We had a good talk about family things and so on, znd after a
good supper went for a drive cround one of the near-by lakes. It
was quite & bit cooler. Judy hes a light touch of whooping-cough,
but Velerie hadn't got it yet, and they were giving both babies
shots for it. Valerie is such a 3weet baby, laughs and smiles al-
most &1l of the time. &A1t six months she 1s strong andhealthy, and
stands up in her jumper., OShe looks a great deal like Carl did at
her ege, but has some of Helen gbout the eyes. dJudy is really a
sweet kid, too. In fact, & grand femily, says I.

To bed about 10:30, and ready for it, too.
THURsLsY, august 21st.

Up a little after 8, quite & good night's sleep. After break-
fast helped Carl in the store a bit, sweeping end unpacking some
stock. Went downtown on a trip with Carl, then stopped in some of
the stores. JSent cards to various people. Aftcr lunch it rained,
hard, with thunder and lightning. Mluch cooler. After &n early
supper, Curl and I went fishing. Got 4 not-too-big ones, &nd 3 wse
threw back, Got home- just before 9, and Helen «nd I went to sec
"The Hucksters".

FrlosY, August 22nd.

Up zbout 8, and after bretkfest 1 agein swept out the store
and-did some¢ other chores for Cirl. FPhoncd my sister herriett, in
Coldwater, about the reunion. Helen and I drove to Orland to Sse
my nephew John Evan Storcr, and his new Electricel and Radio shop.
In the evening went to Rotery dinner with Carl. Everyone seems to
like him immensely here in Angole. \

Most of the dey Just loafed, telked with the kids, played with
the bebics, and started re-reading voc's story. 'Twas another hot
day. Ate the fish for lunch, they insisting thet I eat them all
as they were so small. 'Twas certainly good to teste some fresh-
water fish once more -+ so different from ocean fish. Bed early.

SAtURLLY, August 23rd.-

Up about 8 wnd after breakfast took the bus to Coldwater. Was
met by Johnny end went to the house. €Came sister .gnd husband and
hother, came ncphews &«nd nieces and spouses and kids, for the fam-
ily reunion. 28 of wus, out of|a tot:l of 50, but L, ales, was the
only one of my femily prescnt. ' Sew 4 lot of bibles and spouses I
had not prcviously seen. Dinnmer at a near-by park, and then some
of us went swimming at ths: lake where we had a cottage when I was
a kid.
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We 211 signed cards to those who were absent. After most of
the rest hed gone, Harriett, Johnny, marjorie und I went to a pic-~
ture show, "The Two srs. Carrols". To bed late, and tired.

SUNLAaY, August 24th,

Up cbout 9 andhad breckfust with those of the family then up.
afterwards, & welk down town to mail some cards, see the burg, &nd
get some milk., Looked through the phone book to see who was still
living in the old town that I knew.. Not too many of them.

Then  one of the high-lights of my trip., Ozlled on one of the
girls with whom I went to school -- my first love. Hedn't seen her
in too many yeers. She looks fine -- doosn't show her age at 211,
by 10 yezrs or more. Unfortunztely, she was just leaving on her
own vecation trip, but wec hud two hours of wonderfil reminiscences
about old times «nd old friends. She's still so very sweet, as she
clways was., If only she hud loved me as 1 did her way biack then;

I wonder what life would have turned out to be? "The Worlds OF
IF", huh!

Took it easy the rest of the day, G:bbed with this one and
that. -Another nice ruin, end it cooled off a bit, but still hot.
Took niecce Emily to & show efter dinner. To bed rather carly.

mUNRRY, KAugust 25th.

Up cbout 8:30 &nd got my own breakfast, Afterwerds went down
town to scc how many of my old friends 1 could find. Most of the
men who were in business when I wes & boy &re gonse, of course; so
many of the kids witn whom I went to school are now scuttered e£ll
over the world, if still slive. However I found a few. "The boy
next door", Harry nutchins, is now Chief of Police. Others are in
business, either those left them by their fethers, or ones they've
dovelopecd themsclves,

Loafed the rest of the dey, gevdbing with the folks. Got some
little presents for wmother, Herriett end brother Bob. Took a lit-
tle ride with nerrictt and nicce bBetty, while they did some errands
efter supper. Boy, are my dogs barking, «fter so much walking!

TWroDaY, aAUGUST 26th.

Slept until 10; &nd after brecukfast put up the awning over
the kitchen window which I had got for Herriett. 4after lunch went
up to sce Aunt Angice, but she wisn't home. Left & note «nd went
bzck. <Lricd to phone Curl, but after 40 minutes the operastor still
hedn't mude the connection (about 25 miles uway -- wonderful ser-
vice!) Hzd to leave then for Battle Creek. Harriett drove Mother
and I over there, I got & room at the Cody Hotel, &nd then went
out to see the town agiin. Counts was in kuskegon, and couldn't
get hold of bkarl, Saw some old friends, so back to my room aend
read Doc's story fot eht third time. It gets better &nd better &s
you rcally get into it. How that man cin pack stuff into & ysarnl
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WEONBSUAY, August 27th.

%

see Curl Gray again, but he in Kelemezoo for the day. To the. s.
store to see Beth &giin, but she on vacation. FPhoned her, howev-
er, and said "Goodbye!. Finully got the trein at 1:30 p.m., on my
way via Detreit, Gunade .and New York stote te Beston. Read some,

Up sbeut 9:30. . Had some eats and did a 1ittle shoppingefTo

:worked on the revision of my story "Up-Surge”, but couldn't do

much on it except thinking about chenges to ®e made, @¢s I can't
wrlte well egeinst the jiggling of a train,

.Chupged gt Detroit to a chair ctr, but not #s nice .c.s the ene
on the vl Cepitan, .Under the Uetroit River into Cincdso, and.en
to¥ buff: 1o and Albany. :

THURSWAY, AUGUST 28th.

Up about 6, at Albén&, ‘Not too bad a night}a rest. Bréak—

fest and finally arrived at boston, 15 hours late.

Another high-light of my trip -- finelly meeting Deris Cur-
rier, with'whom I.-htve been corresponding for ncarly three years,
We (including bill) went to a.hotel aeross the street.und got a
sitting room where we could gub &1l day. Doris is just about as I
expected her to te, as I hid become so well acquainted with her
vie letters during all thuat time.

They went over bridbury's treatments of my'Vumpire story, as

‘well as some of my ether work, and I read some of hers. We gabbed

" ief everything imaginable, even-to telling euch other stories we

thought good. Hed & nice lunch «nd leter a good dinner. It was
a really enjoycble day. They had to lecve at 7:45 pems, &nd I

- found I could get a trein at.B8; so did not wait for the 10 e'cleck

one I hid plenncd to tike.- .Yes, a-high-light, finally meeting
one of my most prized correspondents. It will mrke future letters
so’ much more intercsting.. o

FrlusY, sugust 29th.
Reached New York abeut 2 2.m., and .got.a roomette in the Ho-
tel Pennsylvenic Turkish beth, Woke up about 8:15, had a steam,
rub-dowr. ond swim in the pool/ Breukfast &nd sent some cerds,. end
then on the 9:30 triin for Philly. No one met me at the train, se
took a taxi to the hotel. Foung.out leter thet the ging were at
the truin, but it was such & . long .onc t.otwe missed each qtber.

After dinner all the fans then in Philly went out to the
club rooms, where we hed a grond.general gab, and met & let..of
old friends .nd n:.de & lot of new ones. - :lo bed around 3 @e Mey
after « long geb in my roowm with Richerd Franks, : :

SeUURLAY, Augast 30th. s £ nt s

am not golng to attempt to review the convention 28 such, as
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a lot of much better reporters than I will do this. Shall only

jot down some of the items which gave me the most pleasure, How-
ever I do want to glve 2ll credit to the Philadelphia boys and gels
for putting on & grand convention, one of the bgst I have yet at-
$ended. : A 3

» _

I got up about- 10, and when I got down to the lobby the first
onss I saw wore Gus and Genle Willmorth. -More and more ceme in,
and:at last the ones I was waiting for -- Doc and J&an Smith, It
wag wonderful seeing them ggain.

The mad rush of seeing old friends, making new ones, getting
autographs . . the progrem, under chairmanship of Milt Rothmen ., .
Mtroductions . « Campbollls fine speech . . Sam Merwin's short
ta®k (and the laugh when someone asked Merwin when HE was going.
to revive UNKNOWN,) . , Speer's bid for his annual ego-boo wifh a
request that we pess a resolution against Palmer et al, which I
think Jack knew would be turned down . . the book publishers list-
ing the stories they intend to put out in the future . . the auc-
tion . .‘'more and more and more geb with fan-friends . . the poker
game from 12 to 3 a.,m. Won about 2 bucks,

Had*tunch with Doc, Jean and Cumpbelly grand telk. Dinner
-with Johnny millerd and others., A wonderful day. :

SUNDAY, August 3lst.

Up ebout 10, breakfast with Doc, Jean, George O Smith and *
others, Then to Doc's room where we had another of our good old
knock down-drag out scraps ebout his new book. I won 2 out of 3
points-with Doc -- a record. Either I'm 'get®ing good or he wasn't
up ‘to par that morning. ; "

. DeCamps fine address on Occult matters . . Chan Yavig' leading
“"¥hé discussion on ‘whether Sclence was catching up with Stf . .
Korshek talking about rare books. Seari, Dedack, Pam Maclnnes
and I drove scveral miles te find a plate to eat, looking for
something different. . . The ovening enterteinment, very good, es-
pecially the reading of his fan lettecrs by Phil Klass, who writos
as William Tenn, Thesc were & scream, %est-of enterteinment was
very good. Another poker game. Won $1.,75. To bed at 3:15,

" . . . . L

MONDRY, September lst.

Up ebout 11:30. Had "brunch" with several of’the boys, more
gab, and then the afternoon meeting. . George O Smith ., . Willy
ey .*. Dt Tom Gardner . . all vory exceptionally interesting. A
fine talk with Dr Gardner afterwerds. I like him. . , To my room
wlth Faul VYarter to show him the Bradbury work on my story . . A
lot"of *grend talks with Dave: and Pam %eclnnes; wonderful people. .
The £final banguet &nd entertainment . « the sorrow of having to
say "Good-bye" to those who were 'leaving at once, including Doc
end Jean. . + I knew it was bound to happen -~ lost about $6.00
in the poker game, G ;
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411 in 2ll, a swell convontion. Am clrecdy plenning to go to Tor-
onto next year., I get a2 great bang out of thcse mectings.

TU&sDLY, Scptember®2nd.

Up =2bout 10:30. Breokfest and a good geb with Sem Moskowitsz,
Harry mMoors and others. Pakcod ready for leaving and checked out
of my room. Gubbed with whet fellows were left, especially Sam
and Herry. We went down town and banged around untll train time,
including & visit to the hom of Jim Williems, What & slew of
books that guy hes. They over-run the house, Left at 8:10 for
Weshington. Hod an hour's wait there for my trein, but it was too
late to sce anything of ilnterest. Sent some cards, hed a milk
shake, and out at 11:35 p.m.

WEDNpoDaY, September 3rd.

Not much sleep last night; only ordinery seats, &nd not the
reclining cheirs. Breakfast, then read, and worked on my story.
Lunsoh and then waiting for Corneclia, my station. Only about 15
minutes late thls time, Dave met me, and efter we did a few er-
rands which he had, we set out for their home. Stopped ot Mace-
donia, and I met several of the people connected with the project,
This is a co-operative community where my elder daughter, Virginie,
lives. Then on to the house., My first glimpse of anothcr grand-
daughter, Patsy, a healthy, brown little youngster who is sweet as
she can be. Ginia was tenned and healthy, &nd as happy &s ever,
She 1s absolutely the happiest person I ever knew, Wish I had it.
Patsy 1s & pure platinum blonde; has the Evens' eyes,. &.pug nose
like Ginie had as & youngster. It is wonderful to watch the com-
radeship between the baby «nd both parents.

To bed at 9:15, eand I do meen P. M.
THURsD..Y, September 4th.

Up cbout 7:30 and breckfast.e I did the dishes all but one
meal of my stey there -- sald it was my share of the co-op work,
Tzlked = lot with Ginia about their community, and have come to
the conclusion thet they &re really doing a marvelous work. They
purposely settled in one of the worst run-down districts of Geop-
gisa, and are showing what cen be done with scilentific faerming on
such poor land. They also have & co-opercative creemery, & fac-
tory in which they make wooden artifacts, they cut and sell logs
for peper pulp, etc, For anycne who likes the communcl way of
life, it 1s a worthy project. Even though I know that I could
never fit in with such a set-up (I'm essentially too selfish), I
am in full sympathy with thelr work, and sm glad to see Ginla and
Devid getting along so well theres.

Their houses and buildlngs might scem crude, but they &re
serviceable end comfortable, =nd they htve fer more of the con-
veniences than their neighboring "Georgia Crackers" do¢ . . It
was very hot most of the time, but cools off at night 2 bit.
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Up about 7 breakfcst and ‘did the dishes, Did much the same
as yesterday -- a lot of tdlking with Ginia, and playing with the
baby, who has come to accept me as part of the family. -

: I got a2 great bang out of the dirt all ‘through the South --

" a gort of red clay that looks-so much differcnt from the black-
and’ dark grey dirt with which I am femiliar. (Later, I found that

1t is general all through the South, clear into parts of Texas.)

: I'also re-read (for the fourth time) about 3/4ths of Doc's
story. Bach time I find more in it, philosophies, sociologicel
implicitions, etc., that ure imposQible in only one recding. ' -

In the evening we 2ll went to the mein cemp where they were
heving a group meeting. Found a chap thero who reads seilcnce fic-
tion. Gave him 2 few fanzines I happened to have with me. We
had ice-crcam and home-mede cake. Very good. These pcople are
‘'véry interesting to talk to, &«nd cert.inly show thet they do not
live cloistercd lives -- they cen telk 1ntelllgently ‘on meny’ sdb-
Jects. 7

Homc and to bed cbout 9:30/

TUHUAX, September 6th,
7?_‘ Up about 7:30 and breckfast. lore talk, and finished the-
uS, " VWorked somec on my own story, using a typcr that I had given
Gimic years before, end hed forgotten ebout. Had lunch and’ then
D:vé' took us all to Cornclia, wherc I was to toke the traln to
resume my trip.

Was disappointed when 'l got into and out of Atlantea, *bectuse
we did not got closc enough to Stone Mmountain to see it, much less
the carvings which have been made on its frco by Borglum and-his
agsocictes, and which I had hoped to seo, We got into Birmingham
very late, and couldn't see muchixcept the steel mills (or some
of thcm, &t lcast.) It was the worst night I hrd spent on trains

. in &1l my trip. Practically no sleep. A"

il 3 fel s
bUNUnX September 7th., Up ebout 6:30, with less: than four hours
of fitful slcep. First thing I noticed out of cer windows was
. dpenish moss on the trecs., We werc in the B¥you country, .although
"noet the "dcep" pert of it. Orossed the 7-mile-long bridge over
Leke Ponchertrain., There is en automobile bridge alongside the

railroad one. It's quite & lake -- morelike un inlend sea.

Got into New Orlcana esbout 1 hour late, and wes met by Mooro,
Greenleaf and Russell, with a cer. We wont out and had bre;kfast,
and then tho boys took me &1l over the city and environs. Was
peérticularly 1ntcrostod in thy' Creolc guarter, of which 1T hive
ried so much. Veory "picture-sque’,'ds koore says. Got some™ card.
vicws of it. Then to the station and onto the train and uway-at
11:30 a.m. Thenks, Geng, for ¢ wonderful three hours.
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_ Hive a window ssat on & reclining chair car, the best one I
neve been on sxceit, for the El Cup. Hive & nice young fellow as
companion. He is 4 b Pitelo, of Bilexi, hiss.

) swah{ &t Houston, Toxts, the air-conditioning broke down,
end until we got to Scn Antenio at 1:00 a.m., it was far too hot
to slecp. Most of us stood on the pletforms ¢t the cnds of the
Cur, with the top-ha_f of the doors open for zir, Howocver, after
it wes fixed, I got cbout & hours sleep.

mOilnY, Scptoember 8th,

Woke up cbeut 6, in spite of the short sleep. Brewkfest,
but cculdn't enjoy it, for the robber prices. Am erxpecting to
rey mors for trélin meals, but: this was toc, too much. However,
the lunch ¢nd dimner prices are not too bad.

Wes rather discppointsd in most of my trip through Texes, as
tho part we passed through wes so much like Arizona end New mexico
end not part of the Great Floins., So I didn't get to "leok two
days streight thead in eny direction', «s thoy say youc an do in
sore parts of Texes, There werce si¢ll hills «nd sw.ll mounteins,
spurse vegetution, sage-brush, ete. And I'w disgusted with the
wild ¢nd wcoly West. HN.ry & cowboy have I seen on any trips thru
or tcross 1t, Wonder of womlers, thougi, this train is on time.

Re-read for 5th time, Doc's story, «nd m:=de some notes on it
to write Doc., Tellked « lot with pizsengers, ¢nd looked £t the
scenery. e hed ¢n hour's lay-ovor at £1 Feso to work on the air-
conditioning. Bub we mide u. thet time before morning. Got off
and walked eround quite & bit «t 21 Fuso, Also at Tuscon, Arizona
we got off and walked asround « bit. Sturted trying to-get to
8locp cbout 8:30 -- quite worn out.

TU85LaY, September 9th.

Woke up wbout 6 -- a good night's sleep «nd I feel fine. Had
coffee and a c.ndy bar -~ refuse to pay thosu subrageous prices
for breakfcst wgain., Weatched the sunrise cmong the mountain peaks
-~ very bszutiful. Shortly afterwards ron through & néavy rain
storm, &nd all during the morning could se¢ r«in off in various
parts of the mounttins, «nd brillisnt sunlight in others. Clouds
s0 low they coversd the tops of the mountains, Through kel
Valley and the dats, fig, almond, etc., orchurds., Very intercst-
ing. Train got in on time, and took a taxi bick to Bixel Strisse
wnere 1 glenced at my accumuleted mail, then down town for lunch
and beclkk to work,

The Tour of thc 'Evens is over -- but the hundreds of wonder-
ful memorlies linger on. So many grand fricnds I nive all over the
country. I consider myself singularly blessed with such a wealth
of friendliness.
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